
To outlaw digital radio and television receivers that do not recognize
the broadcast flag is bad policy for a number of reasons.

First, it will not achieve its raison d'etre, preventing unauthorized cop
ying.

Second, it would render illegal tools which have a variety of legitimate
uses.
We do not ban hammers because they could be used to commit a murder.  Why

should software be treated differently?

Third, the assumption made in proposing such a law is that every citizen
is a
criminal just waiting for an opportunity to commit a crime.  If you belie
ve
this, you should get out among the people and restore your faith in human
ity,
or read the Constitution and refresh your understanding of your duty to t
he
American public.

Fourth, FCC and Congressional protestations to the contrary notwithstandi
ng,
this law would have serious negative impact on Free Software.  The U.S. m
ust
not impede the use of Free Software if it is to remain economically
competitive over the long term.  Countries which treat the airwaves as a
public resource instead of a profit center for entrenched media interests

will not have such draconian bans on legitimate tools.  If we adopt this
rule, many operating system and other software vendors would need to crea
te
and maintain separate versions of their products for use in the U.S.A.,
or
not serve our market at all.

In summary, while I recognize the Constitutional provision for copyright,

hence the necessity of enforcing copyright laws, I'm confident you can fi
nd a
better way to do it than to assume we are a nation of criminals, and risk

crippling our software industry, at the behest of a few corporations whic
h
seem to be doing quite well under current regulations.

Thank you for your consideration.
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